When I was putting together the papers for this issue of Energy Exploration and Exploitation I could not help reflecting on how models and predictions play an increasingly important role in a successful energy business. Typically two types of predictive models are in use. On the one side there are groups of scientists and engineers dealing with accurate and precise "predictions" of behaviours that has already happened while on the other side like groups are making predictive models for future behaviours. Depending on the scope, both the nature of the predictions and the time-scale for these models vary significantly with typical time-scales from millions of years for basin simulators, decades for decline models, to years, weeks or days in simulating reservoir performance.
